
TOWNSHIP OF ROCHELLE PARK 
 

    ORDINANCE NO. 1073 - 14 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER  
70 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF ROCHELLE PARK ENTITLED 
“BRUSH GRASS AND WEEDS” 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee has reviewed the provisions of 
Chapter  70 of the Township Code  and has determined that it would be in the best 
interest of the Municipality to add a specific provision regarding maintaining the 
length and height of grass or other growth on private property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that excessive 
height of grass, weeds and other underbrush causes a safety hazard to the residents 
and tax payers of the Township; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Code also provides, in Section 161-8 for 
restricting the height of grass and weeds between the curb and sidewalk to four (4) 
inches and requires three (3) days notice to cut the same prior to issuance of a 
violation; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the intent and purpose of this Ordinance is not to affect the 
provisions of Section 161-8 but to add a section limiting the height of grass and 
weeds in all areas of privately owned property in order to preserve the health, 
safety and general welfare of the residents. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the  Township Committee 
of the Township of Rochelle Park, County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey as 
follows: 
 
 SECTION ONE: Sections 70-1 and 70-4 are hereby deleted. 
 
 SECTION TWO: Section 70-1 (A) is hereby added. 
 
 Height of Shrubs and Hedges 
 
 All shrubs and hedges growing within ten (10) feet of any roadway and 
 within twenty (20) feet of the intersection of two roadways shall, where it is 
 necessary and expedient for the preservation of the public safety be cut to a 
 height of no more than two and a half (2 ½ ) feet by the owner or tenant of 
 lands lying within the Township of Rochelle Park within seven (7) days 
 after  notice to cut the same, which notice shall be given by or at the 



 direction of  the property Maintenance Department, Building Department 
 or Department of Public Works 
 
 SECTION THREE: Section 70-1(B) is hereby added. 
 
 Height of Grass and Weeds 
 
 All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or 
 plant growth in excess of eight (8) inches.  All noxious weeds shall be 
 prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual plants and 
 vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided, however, this term shall 
 not include cultivated flowers and gardens.  
 
           Prior to the issuance of a violation or summons pursuant to this section, the 
 owner, agent having charge of a property or tenant shall be served with a 
 notice of violation and shall be provided with a period of seven (7) days to 
 abate or cure the violation and the opportunity to cut the growth to the 
 above length.  Upon passage of the seven (7) day period without abating 
 the  condition, a summons may be issued. 
 
 SECTION FOUR:  Section 70-4 entitled Violations and Penalties is 
 hereby added. 
 
 Violations & Penalties 
 
 Any violation of this Article shall, upon conviction, be punishable as 
 follows: 
 
 A.  For the first offense in any calendar year, by a fine of seventy five  
  dollars ($75.00).      
 
 B. For the second offense in any calendar year, by a fine of one   
  hundred fifty dollars ($150.00). 
 
 C. For the third offense in any calendar year, by a fine of    
  between two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) and five hundred  
  dollars ($500.00).    A Court appearance shall be mandatory   
  for a third offence.  
 
 D. For the fourth offense, by a fine up to one thousand    
  ($1,000.00) dollars, and/or imprisonment for a term not exceeding  
  ninety (90) days, or any combination thereof.  A Court appearance  
  shall be mandatory for a fourth offense. 
 



 E. If the owner of any property who is charged with violating this  
  article, chooses to enter a plea of guilty for a first, second or third  
  offense, he shall be entitled to pay the fine without the necessity of a 
  Court appearance. 
 
 F. Separate violation.  Except as otherwise provided, every day that the  
  violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate violation. 
 
 G. This Ordinance may be enforced by the Department of Public  
  Works, Health Department, Police Department, Building   
  Department or Property Maintenance Department.   
 

 
 SECTION FIVE:  Repealer: 
 
 All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 
 repealed to the extent of such inconsistency only. 
 
 SECTION SIX:   Severability: 
 
 If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or other part of this 
 Ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not 
 affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance, but shall be 
 confined in its effects to the section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or 
 other part of this Ordinance directly involved in the controversy in which 
 said judgment shall have been rendered and all other provisions of this 
 Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION SEVEN: Effective Date: 
 
 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final adoption and 
 publication and in the manner provided by law.  
 
  
ATTEST: 
      
 
                                                                                                               
VIRGINIA DE MARIA,    
Municipal Clerk   
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