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TOWNSHIP OF ROCHELLE PARK 

                           151 WEST PASSAIC STREET 
ROCHELLE PARK, NEW JERSEY 07662 

 
MINUTES – PUBLIC MEETING –  AUGUST 19,  2015 

    
Call to Order at 7:30PM 
 
According to the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting of August 19, 2015 was 
advertised in the notice sent to the “Our Town”, posted on the bulletin board in the 
Municipal Building on January 12, 2015 and on the Township’s web-site and has 
remained continuously posted as the required notice under the Statute and is being taped. 
In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in 
the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
   
Roll Call:  Comm. Kazimir-Absent 

Comm. Kovalcik  
Comm. Scarpa 
Comm. Valenzuela-Absent 
Mayor Ouellette 
 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Jerry Cronin 
 
Mayor Ouellette asked that everyone remain standing for a moment of silence 
remembering those in the military and Mr. Roy Sommerhalter.  
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Scarpa and seconded by Comm. Kovalcik to adopt the 
agenda. Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Kovalcik and seconded by Comm. Scarpa to approve 
the minutes of the Public Meeting July 15, 2015.  Motion carried on a voice vote – all 
present voting “Aye”. 
 
At the Work Session held on August 12, 2015 the following resolution was adopted - all 
present voting “Aye”. 
 Resolution #2015 - 149  
 A Resolution - Authorizing Tax Court Judgment Refund - Various Accounts 
 Resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle Park that the 
Collector is hereby authorized to issue a check in the amount of  $16,466.11, payable to  
“Spiotti & Esposito, P.C.” as a result of a Tax Court Judgments covering years 2011, 
2012, 2013 & 2014 dated March 13, 2015, on Windsor Court Condominiums - units 
C0110 thru C0315. 

Block Lot Unit Amount Year 

61.01 1.01 C0110 $       3,105.88 
2011, 2012 & 

2013 
61.01 1.01 C0111 $       1,008.51 2011 

Resolution   #2015-149 Cont.    
61.01 1.01 C0112 $       1,535.02 2013 & 2014 
61.01 1.01 C0115 $          485.13 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0118 $          714.62 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0123 $       1,008.51 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0124 $       1,008.51 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0201 $       1,006.50 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0203 $       1,006.50 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0209 $          714.62 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0211 $       2,170.65 2013 & 2014 
61.01 1.01 C0216 $          485.13 2011 
61.01 1.01 C0310 $          763.15 2013 
61.01 1.01 C0311 $                   - 
61.01 1.01 C0313 $          726.69 2011 
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61.01 1.01 C0315 $          726.69 2011 

Total: $    16,466.11 
 Be it further resolved, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to furnish 
copies of this Resolution to the following: 

1. Chief Financial Officer 
2. Collector 

 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Reports: 

Health Department - August 2015 
  Building Department  - June 2015 
  Municipal Court  - June 2015 
 
The Consent Agenda was offered by Comm. Kovalcik and seconded by Comm. Scarpa 
and reads:  
Resolution  #2015 – 150 

A Resolution – Payment of Bills – August 2015 
Be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle Park, 

Bergen County, that the following bills be turned over to the Treasurer, and if found to be 
correct, be paid provided there is sufficient funds in the various accounts. 

DOG ACCOUNT 
CK 169  NJ Dept. of Health  $2.40 

CK 170  NJ Dept. of Health $3,040.54 
CURRENT, TRUST AND GENERAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 

   
  Current Fund   $  1,864,407.78                                                                                         
  Capital Fund  $     246,551.18  
  Trust Fund  $     835,507.77 
    

See attached back-up. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution  #2015 – 151 
 A Resolution - Authorizing the Signing of Contracts for the 2014-2015 Open 
 Space Matching Grant - Matthews Field 
 Be it resolved, that the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle Park 
wish to enter into a Bergen County Trust Fund Project contract (“Contract”) with the 
county of Bergen for the purpose of using a $54,320.00 matching grant award from the 
2014 Funding Round of the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain 
Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“Trust Fund”) for the 
municipal park project entitled Matthews Field Playground Rubberized Carpet Project at 
Matthew’s Field on Lexington Avenue in Block 2, Lot 7 and Block 20 Lot 30 on the tax 
maps of the Township of Rochelle Park; 
 Be it further resolved, that the Township Committee hereby authorize Robert 
Davidson to be a signatory to the aforesaid Contract; and 
 Be it further resolved, that the Township Committee hereby acknowledge that, in 
general, the use of this Trust Fund grant towards this approved park project must be 
completed by or about July 15, 2017; and 
 Be it further resolved, that the Township Committee acknowledge that the grant 
will be disbursed to the municipality as a reimbursement upon submittal of certified Trust 
Fund payment and project completion documents and municipal vouchers, invoices, 
proofs of payment, and other such documents as may be required by the County in 
accordance with the Trust Fund’s requirements; and, 
 Be it further resolved, that the Township Committee acknowledge that the grant 
disbursement to the municipality will be equivalent to fifty (50) percent of the eligible 
costs incurred (not to exceed total grant award) applied towards only the approved park 
improvements identified in the aforesaid Contract in accordance with the Trust Fund’s 
requirements. 
 This resolution was adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Rochelle Park at a meeting on August 19, 2015. 
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Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution  #2015 – 152 
 A Resolution - Authorizing a Contract w/County of Bergen - Flu Vaccine Program 
 Whereas, there exists a need for the Township of Rochelle Park Health 
Department to provide services of a technical and professional nature for the distribution 
of Flu Vaccines; and 
 Whereas, the Bergen County Department of Health Services can supply the 
required vaccines; and 
 Whereas, the fee is to be set at not more than $21.00 per vaccination and funds 
will be available for this purpose; and 
 Whereas, it has been certified that this meets the statues and regulations 
concerning the award of said contract: 
 Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Rochelle Park as follows: 

1. That Robert Davidson, Administrator is hereby authorized to execute an 
agreement with the Bergen County Department of Health Services to 
supply the Flu Vaccine at a cost not to exceed $21.00 per vaccination; and  

2. This contract is awarded without competitive bidding in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(2)L and 
Be it further resolved that the Chief Financial Officer has certified, in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 5:30 14.5 that sufficient legally appropriated funds will 
be available for this purpose subject to appropriation of fund in the 2015 
temporary and/or adopted budget. 

 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution  #2015 – 153 
 A Resolution - Awarding Bid - 2015 Road Program - D&L Paving  Contractors 
 $235,728.09 
 Whereas, on July 17, 2015, bids were received by the Pascack Valley Cooperative 
for their 2015 Road Resurfacing Program; and 

Whereas, the Township of Rochelle Park was one of the participating 
Municipalities; and 

Whereas, the overall low bidder on the project was D&L Paving Contractors, 681 
Franklin Avenue, Nutley, New Jersey 07110; and  

Whereas, on July 21, 2015 a "Master Contract" for the overall project was 
awarded by the Pascack Valley Cooperative's Lead Municipality (Borough of Westwood) 
to D&L Paving Contractors, 681 Franklin Avenue, Nutley, New Jersey 07110; and 

Whereas, the Pascack Valley Cooperative Bid included the improvement of the 
following roadways in the Township of Rochelle Park; and  

Street                                             From To 
Forest Place                                   Rochelle Avenue              End 
Lexington Avenue                         Rochelle Avenue              End 
Williams Avenue                           Central Avenue                Chestnut Avenue 
Main Fire Headquarters                 Rear (Southerly) Parking Area 
Whereas, based on the unit prices in said bid, as well as the percentage proportion 

of the Master Contract's lump sum items for Mobilization, Breakaway Barricades, Type 
III, Drums, Fuel Price Adjustment and Asphalt Price Adjustment, as well as the "square 
footage" item for Traffic Control Signs; the contract amount for the portion of the project 
in the Township of Rochelle Park is $235,728.09;  
 Now therefore be it resolved by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Rochelle Park, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that they hereby award a contract, 
in the amount of $235,728.09 to D&L Paving Contractors, 681 Franklin Avenue, Nutley, 
New Jersey 07110, the lowest responsible bidder for the Pascack Valley Cooperative 
2015 Municipal Resurfacing Program; and  

Be it further resolved that the Township of Rochelle Park's Chief Financial 
Officer has certified that funds are available from Account #______ of the __________ 
fund in the amount not to exceed $ 235,728.09; and  

Be it further resolved that the Township Engineer be and is authorized to prepare 
the "Individual Specification" for said project; and  

Be it further resolved that the Township Attorney be and is directed to prepare the 
contracts for same utilizing, as their base document, the "Individual Specification" to be 
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prepared and conformed by the Township Engineer.  
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution  #2015 – 154 
 A Resolution - Authorizing Township Engineer to Prepare NJDOT Trust Fund 
 Application Package 
 Be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle Park that 
the Township Engineer be and is authorized to prepare a New Jersey Department of 
Transportation Trust Fund Application Package for the Township of Rochelle Park’s 
2016 calendar year transportation trust fund submittal. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution  #2015 – 155 
 A Resolution - Extending the Due Date for the Payment of 3rd Quarter Taxes - September 11, 2015 
 Whereas, the Tax Collector has certified that the Township Tax Bills will be 
mailed on or before Friday, August 9th and; 
 Whereas, the official date of mailing is August 19th, and the law provides 25 days 
from the date of mailing for 3rd quarter 2015 Tax Quarter to end on September 11th, 2015 
and; 
 Whereas, taxes received after September 9th, 2013 shall be deemed delinquent and 
subsequent tax laws concerning interest and penalties shall prevail; and 
 Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Governing Body of the Township of 
Rochelle Park, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that September 11th, 2015 shall be 
the last day in which 3rd Quarter Taxes shall be considered current. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
  
Resolution  #2015 – 156 
 A Resolution - Authorizing Promotions - Rochelle Park Police Department 
 Whereas, Chief Robert Flannelly and Captain William Flannelly have 
recommended, to the Township Committee that promotions be made within the Police 
Department as follows: 
 Promotion to Lieutenant - Glenn Brunet, Daniel Urban, Dean Pinto 
 Promotion to Sergeant - James DePreta, Kenneth Stapleton, Edward Kukalski,  
  Douglas Arendacs 
 Whereas, the Township Committee, after reviewing this request, has determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the Police Department and the municipality to 
make the requested promotions; and 
 Whereas, the Township Committee has also determined that the Table of 
Organization for the Rochelle Park Police Department authorizes these promotions; and 
 Whereas, as a results of the recommendation of Chief Flannelly and Captain 
Flannelly, The Township Committee has determined that the above officers shall be 
promoted effective June 17, 2015 with adjusted salary becoming effective January 1, 
2016. 
 Now, therefore, be it further resolved, that the Township Clerk be and she is 
hereby authorized to forward certified copies of the within Resolution to Lieutenant 
Glenn Brunet, Lieutenant Daniel Urban, Lieutenant Dean Pinto, Sergeant James DePreta, 
Sergeant Kenneth Stapleton, Sergeant Edward Kukalski, Sergeant Douglas Arendacs, 
Chief Robert Flannelly, the Personnel Department of the Township of Rochelle Park and 
the Township Attorney. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
  
Resolution  #2015 – 157 
 A Resolution - Opposition to “User-Friendly” Budget 
 Whereas, the Municipal “User-Friendly” Budget was explained to elected 
officials of Bergen County Towns by one of their auditing firms at the April 14, 2015 
Bergen County League of Municipalities (BCLOM) Mayors Breakfast; and 
 Whereas, all those in attendance saw no benefit to themselves or anyone else from 
the extra work and expense involved in these added requirements; and 
 Whereas, certain aspects of these requirements were in fact perceived to be 
detrimental to the interests of municipalities and their taxpayers; and 
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 Whereas, no funding source was identified to cover the cost of the additional 
work to comply with these additional requirements; and 
 Whereas, this State’s constitution requires the State to pay for the State-mandated 
programs and services; and 
 Whereas, the deadlines currently in effect, are unrealistic and unattainable partly 
because the State system itself is not yet 100% operational; 
 Be it resolved, that the Township of Rochelle Park agrees with the position of 
Bergen County League of Municipalities and opposes the concept and the 
implementation of the Municipal “User-Friendly” Budget; and 
 Be it further resolved; that copies of this resolution be sent to all Bergen County 
legislators, the Governor’s Office, the Local Finance Board, the Division of Local 
Government Services, the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and every Bergen 
County Municipality. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution # 2015 - 158  
  A Resolution - Acknowledgment Grant Application -Bergen County Historic   
             Preservation Trust Fund 
 Whereas, the Bergen County Historic Preservation Trust Fund of the Bergen 
County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland and Historic 
Preservation Trust Fund provides grants to non-profit organizations for assistance in the 
preservation of historic buildings, districts, and sites. 
 Whereas, as part of the 2015 application by the Township of Rochelle Park to the 
County of Bergen is the requirement that the applicant must obtain a resolution of 
acknowledgement that the municipality in which the project is located knows that the 
application is being made. 
 Whereas, the Township Administrator has informed the Township Committee of 
its intent to apply for a Bergen County Historic Preservation Trust Fund for assistance in 
the historic preservation of the Captain William Tyson House located on the property 
known as 49 E. Passaic Street, Block 50.01 Lot 1 on the tax map of the Township of 
Rochelle Park. The fund available from the Township of Rochelle Park are not to exceed 
$100,000.00. 
 Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Township of Rochelle Park is applying to 
the Bergen County Historic Preservation Trust Fund. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution #2015-159 
 A Resolution Issuing Bingo License #453 - 15 K Of C Council #2842 Sacred 
Heart 
 Be it resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of Rochelle  
Park, Bergen County, State of New Jersey, that the application for Raffle License #453- 
15 as presented by the K OF C COUNCIL #2842 SACRED HEART ID#427-6-35240  
requesting permission to conduct BINGO for October 16, 2015  be approved and  
the requested license be issued. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
Resolution  #2015 – 160 
 A Resolution - Authorizing Release of Closed Session Minutes – August 12, 2015 

Whereas, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq.) 
certain issues may be discussed by the Township Committee in a session which excludes 
the public; and  

Whereas, the aforementioned law requires that the minutes of said closed sessions 
be released as soon as practicable after the meeting and so long as the release of the 
minutes will not be adverse to the interests of the public and/or the Township; and  

Whereas, pursuant to statute, the purpose of this Resolution is to disclose the 
information which was discussed in closed session on August 12, 2015 to the extent that 
said information can be disclosed without adversely affecting the Township or the public 
interest. 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Rochelle Park, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that the attached closed session 
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minutes may be released to the public in accordance with the requirements of New Jersey 
State Law; And  

Be it further resolved, that any minutes which have not been released pursuant to 
this Resolution shall be reviewed periodically by the Township Attorney and further 
recommendation shall be made for the release of additional minutes as the release of 
same is deemed to be proper.  

CLOSED SESSION MINUTES -  August 12, 2015                             
A motion was made for the Township Committee to go into closed or executive 

session to discuss matters of personnel, litigation and negotiations.  The following 
represents the minutes of that closed session to the extent that those minutes may be 
released at this time: 
1. COAH - The Township Committee received a status report from the Township 
Attorney and Special Counsel on COAH matters, Michael Edwards, Esq. as well as 
Municipal Planner, Susan Gruel.  The status of the declaratory judgment action was 
discussed and plans for addressing pending litigation were also discussed.  Furthermore, 
Special COAH Counsel was authorized to complete the discussions and finalize the 
agreement with regard to the property located at 53 Central Avenue with respect to 
establishment of a group home to satisfy that property’s Mount Laurel obligations. 
 
Attest: Elizabeth Kroll 
 
A motion was made by Comm. Kovalcik and seconded by Comm. Scarpa to approve the 
consent agenda.  Motion carried on a voice vote. All present voting “Aye.” 
 
Committee’s/Administrator’s/Attorney’s Reports 
Comm. Kovalcik-Stated that tomorrow evening is the Annual Summerfest Concert 
sponsored by Park Ave BMW/Acura.  He advised that the concert will begin at 7:30PM 
behind Midland School and will feature the “Real Diamond” band.  He thanked Park Ave 
BMW/Acrua for their continued support of the event and he noted that the company 
presented him with a picture of his father and Mr. Sommerhalter from the first concert in 
2005.  He is looking forward to seeing everyone there. 
 
Comm. Scarpa-Thanked the Police Department for their assistance in reopening 
southbound Rochelle Avenue.  He stated that he hopes this reopening will be beneficial 
to local businesses.  He also thanked Attorney Rotolo and Administrator Davidson for 
their assistance in monitoring the situation with the garbage trucks reversing down the 
streets.  Comm. Scarpa advised that a letter was written and included with the tax 
statements explaining the increase.  He expressed his sympathy to the Sommerhalter 
family for the recent passing of Roy Sommerhalter.  He stated he was a gentleman and a 
great friend to the Township and will be missed. 
 
Mayor Ouellette-No Report. 
 
Administrator Davidson-Advised residents that the September 11th ceremony would take 
place at 6PM at the monument near Midland School. He stated a ceremony would also be 
held at the American Legion at 7:15PM and he hopes to see everyone there. 
 
Municipal Clerk Kroll-No Report. 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Scarpa and seconded by Comm. Kovalcik to open the 
meeting to the public.  Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
Linda Boniface-33 Parkway-Ms. Boniface asked the Township Committee if any 
volunteers have come forward yet to form a committee for the Captain Tyson House.  
Comm. Scarpa stated that a handful of residents have come forward.  She asked if any 
estimates for the roof have come in yet.  Administrator Davidson stated no estimates for 
any repairs have been obtained yet.  Administrator Davidson stated he is in the process of 
applying for Open Space Grants through Bergen County.  
 
Jerry Cronin- 175 Rochelle Avenue- Read the Township Committee an excerpt from a 
Township Ordinance that was written in 2011 in regards to commercial vehicle parking 
on commercial property.  He asked the Township Committee about several large pallets 
and trucks parking overnight in the ShopRite parking lot.   He asked if the Police 
Department has been enforcing ordinances.  He stated that the Township should not 
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become a dumping ground.  Comm. Scarpa said this issue has been brought up in the past 
and the police should be enforcing the ordinance as these trucks are an eyesore.  Comm. 
Scarpa stated this is a quality of life issue for the residents in town.  Mayor Ouellette 
advised that this issue will be addressed.  Mr. Cronin stated that he is glad to see Rochelle 
Avenue reopened.  Administrator Davidson stated that PSE&G advised the Township 
that the work will take approximately two more months.  Mayor Ouellette stated that 
progress is being made in the area of Railroad and Rochelle.  Administrator Davidson 
stated that some issues arose with the water main which caused the delay.   
Comm. Scarpa stated that the business on Route 17 North, Subzi Supermarket, needs to 
be notified that their window shades are bent and it makes the business look unkempt.  
Comm. Scarpa also stated that the graffiti on the former party box site needs to be 
removed and the business should be notified.  Administrator Davidson commented that 
the building department has been notified and a letter was sent to the business owners. 
 
Henry Fenix-90 Forest Place-Advised the Township Committee of an ongoing problem 
between himself and his neighbor.  He stated he has made complaints in regards to his 
neighbor in the past and he feels as if his quality of life is being negatively affected.  He 
claims his neighbor is operating a car repair shop at his residence.  Construction official, 
Nick Melfi, stated that he has visited the property Mr. Fenix is complaining about and the 
property is not in violation.  Mr. Melfi stated the property is clean and there is no sign of 
a business being run out of the home.  Administrator Davidson stated he has driven by 
the home and has not witnessed any signs of a business being operated there.  Mayor 
Ouellette asked Mr. Fenix if he has called the police department to make a complaint.  
Mr. Fenix stated he has called the police and has been told that it is a code enforcement 
issue.  Sergeant Kenneth Stapleton stated he would speak with Mr. Fenix after the 
meeting to address his concerns.   
 
Sam Allos-Board of Education Liaison-Stated that the interior improvements to Midland 
School are well underway.  He thanked members of the Township Committee as well as 
Administrator Davidson for stopping by the school to see the progress.  He advised the 
Township Committee that the new heating system has been delivered and will be 
installed prior to the Fall.  He stated that the windows have been installed, new ceilings 
are complete and Wi-Fi has been set-up throughout the school.  He commented that 
improvements to the school will be ready for opening day sin September. 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Scarpa and seconded by Comm. Kovalcik to close the 
meeting to the public.  Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
A motion was offered by Comm. Scarpa and seconded by Comm. Kovalcik to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion carried on a voice vote – all present voting “Aye”. 
 
Respectfully submitted,                              
 
 
Elizabeth Kroll 
Municipal Clerk 
 


